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Boston, April 15, 188 5. 


Dear Sir: 

Your attention is called to a portrait 
of Daniel Webster, by Chester Harding in 1845, 
which I have loaned to the Boston Museum of 
Fine Arts, where it hangs (No. 209) in the 
Allston Room. It was formerly owned by his 
friend, the late Gen. James Lorimer Graham, of 
New York City, and represents Mr. Webster in 
his prime; and from the testimony of numerous 
friends, I believe that it is no disparagement 
to the works of other eminent artists to 
consider that this is the best portrait of 
Daniel Webster ever painted; while as a work 
of art, it possesses an especial value as an 
example of that strength and fidelity of por¬ 
traiture for which Harding was celebrated. 

I trust that you will take an early oppor¬ 
tunity to examine it, and if you desire to 
make its purchase, should be pleased to hear 
from you. 


Yours t 
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